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The great thing about this business of traditional music 
and folk song is that you get to meet so many fine 
exponents of the craft of singing and performing, and 
those who create and compose songs in the idiom. The 
other thing that never ceases to amaze me is that having 
been in the business a lifetime, I can still be surprised , 
and I mean pleasantly so, to come across a performer 
like Jed Marum who are entirely new to you (sorry Jed) 
and yet have been around quite a while and have a 
dedicated following. And In Jed’s case, having heard his 
new CD, Calla’s Waltz, it’s clear that he’s family, one of 
our own, but of the very talented side of the family. He’s 
a singer songwriter, and blessed with the most 
mellifluous of voices, very appealing. 
 

The title track that Jed describes as a “pretty little banjo tune” is a lot more than that, and reminds 
one of the sort of talent that gave us the soundtrack to the Ken Burns television series, “The Civil 
War; Jay Ungar’s Ashoken Farewell. And, as it happens, Jay and his wife Molly Mason, provide 
accompaniment on some of the tracks on Jed’s CD, all to a happy and musically satisfying effect. Jed 
includes compositions he wrote about The American Civil War, and in a couple of them, the Irish 
connection. They are profoundly moving, and the music settings carry the words and their meaning 
just right. Hattie’s Battle of Franklin is based on the true story of a mother and her 9-year-old 
daughter’s work in caring for the wounded. One of those who died in the battle that day, 30th 
November 1864, was Cook-born Major General Patrick Ronayne Cleburne of the Arkansas 
Confederates. 
 
Not the least of the appealing elements of Jed’s recording is his sharing with us what he might call 
his Total-Celtic connections, and his love of the music of Scotland and Ireland is the real thing and 
altogether pleasing. But it comes with that American feel and flavor we all love and enjoy. He sings 
old favourites like Loch Lomond and Carrickfergus, Dumbarton’s Drums and The Loch Tay Boat Song 
and you know, they all belong there comfortably with the Civil War songs; because so many of the 
leading generals in that great war were native Scots and Irish, or descendants of the Gael. I can’t say 
enough that’s positive and complimentary about this CD well, space is one reason, but it’s one of 
those special recordings I’ll have ready nearby for listening to again and again. 
 
Aidan O’Hara, Irish Music Magazine, June 2016 
 
 
 
 


